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The illustrations, of which there are many, are unexcelled. 
Anatomical relations, the different varieties of hernia, and the 
details of all steps in the operative treatment are beautifully and 
accurately depicted, and greatly assist the authors’ descriptions. 

Walter A. Sherwood. 

The Principles and Practice of Gynaecology. By E. C. 

Dudley, A.M., M.D., Professor of Gynaecology, North¬ 
western University. Third Edition. Philadelphia: Lea 

Brothers & Co., 1902. 

In this edition the author has thoroughly revised his former 
ones, and has included the majority of the more recent advances 
in gynaecology. The manner in which the various pelvic disorders 
are presented is exceptionally good, since, instead of the reader 
having to consider lesions as isolated facts, he finds them por¬ 
trayed by the author in conjunction with the morbid processes 
which ordinarily accompany them. Tabulated parallel columns 
are freely used to emphasize points in the differential diagnosis of 
many subjects. 

The illustrations are profuse and accurate; many are in 
colors, including twenty-two full-page plates in colors and mono¬ 
chrome. Many of the major and minor operations are fully 
illustrated, indicating the various procedures step by step; for 
example, hysteromyomectomy, in twelve drawings, vaginal hys¬ 
terectomies in fifteen, ovariotomy in eight, etc. The author has 
succeeded in presenting his subject in a complete and thorough 
manner. 

James T. Pilcher. 

The Transactions of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society. 

Vol. xxvi. Session of 1900-1901. 8vo, pp. 323. Edinburgh: 

Oliver & Boyd, 1901. 

Each of the great medical centres of the world contributes 
its share to the general fund of knowledge, and each, as time 
goes on, becomes especially associated, in the minds of the pro- 
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fession as a whole, with some especial phase of research. In 
recent years surgery has made the most noticeable strides along 
the road of progress, but in Edinboro, while its surgeons maintain 
just repute, especial attention has for years been paid to obstetrics. 
In 1840, a group of men, who were interested in this particular 
work, organized the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society, with Dr. 
William Beilby and Sir James Y. Simpson as President and Vice- 
President respectively. Sixty years have elapsed, but the Society 
still flourishes, and the twenty-sixth volume of its proceedings 
has just been published. 

The communications received by the Society are classified 
in three groups: In the first of these those relating strictly to 
obstetrics are found. “ Cleidotomy, an operation accessory to 
craniotomy and basilysis,” by J. W. Ballantyne; “ Uterine retrac¬ 
tion, with special reference to the mechanism and management 
of the third stage of labor,” by D. Berry Hart, and an interesting 
discussion of the subject opened by A. R. Simpson, and “ Eclamp¬ 
sia and the thyroid gland,” by H. Oliphant Nicholson, are the 
three most important papers, and each of these may prove to be 
the gateway to a new field of thought. 

A number of pathologic processes affecting the female geni¬ 
talia, and having a more or less direct influence upon child¬ 
bearing, are next grouped together. Some psychoses following 
pelvi-abdominal operations are described by J. Halliday Croom. 
A primary carcinoma of the female urethra and its operative 
treatment is the subject of J. A. C. Kynoch’s communication. 
Other more common lesions were presented. H. M. Church has 
compiled a number of extracts from the Talmud and from Celsus 
illustrative of the state of medical science at the beginning of the 
Christian era, and his observations upon the effects of these ancient 
teachings form a readable article. 

In the last group some miscellaneous articles appear, in¬ 
cluding a good summary of the art of vaccination by J. B. Buist. 
Here, too, appears a series of three articles by D. Berry Hart 
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upon the morphology of the human urinogenital tract, extro- 
versio vesica;, and apparent low implantation of the ureteric open¬ 
ing, which are among the best articles in the book and represent, 
aside from their literary value, an amount of original work in 
the laboratory far exceeding the published results. Some well 
executed drawings accompany this valuable thesis. 

For the members of the profession as a whole the presi¬ 
dential address by R. Milne Murray is of unusual interest. 
Obstetrics is, of course, the text. The importance of the work 
of Naegele, Simpson, and Lister is shown, and their discoveries 
are well correlated with current medical teaching. The need of 
further study is accentuated, however, by the queries propounded 
as to the true significance of menstruation,' the true duration of 
pregnancy, the cause of labor, and the cause of eclampsia. These 
riddles are yet to be solved. 

Dr. Murray, moreover, throws some needed cold water upon 
the flames of medical self-satisfaction by clearly showing that, not¬ 
withstanding the aids of modern science, the maternal mortality 
in private practice from puerperal fever is nearly double that in 
similar practice a half century ago. The misuse of anaesthesia 
and the ridiculous parody which in the hands of many practi¬ 
tioners stands for the use of antiseptics are in the author’s opinion 
the chief factors in this terrible increase in mortality. In a word, 
the use which has been made by many of two of the greatest 
blessings of humanity has converted them into little else than a 
curse. Normal labor is a natural process which is best left to 
itself, and the less the patient is disturbed with the paraphernalia 
of obstetrics before or after the better. 


Henry P. de Forest, 



